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To the Right Reverend Father in God, 


HUMPHREY 


By Divine Providence Lord Biſhop of 
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Right Reverend Father in God, 
FAC N obedience to your Lordſhips rmjunitions, this plain 


PRE 
W224 
go no farther, 

Which backwardneſſe aroſe not from any conſciouſneſſe , that ought 
therein contained, was contrary to the form of ſound words, or the judge- 
ment of the Primitive Church, or more particularly of our own, which ob 
conſanguinitatemdg&rinz, a Tertullian ſpeaks, may ſtand as near to 
the eſteem of the Priggigive, as any other in Chriſtendome, Indeed theſe 
were the Guides, by which [ fteer'd my courſe ; and if any thing ſhould 
be found here differing from them, dictum nolo, 1 diſclaim, Idiſown 
it before hand, Nor was it ont of any unwillingueſſe, to doe ſervice to 
God and his Church in the preſent generation, how crooked and fro- 

A 2 


ward 


I could wiſh for from it : I nawft deprecate (if it 
be a fault) my own backwardneſſe that it ſhculd 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ward ſoever it may be, through his mercy I am not afraid of their ter. 
rour, But it was onely out of a jealouſie of my own conceptions, as tos 
crude aud weak either to bear,or bear up the Publick,or #0 be conſiderably 
uſefull ro it, Tour Lordſhip hath been pleaſed to judge otherwiſe, whether 
for the enconragement of the Preacher, or for the ſeaſonableneſſe of the 
Diſcourſe, though not for any great ſtrength or beauty in it. And when 
I found you were reſolved that way, I was not willing to be any farther 
guilty of what in my Sermon I had condemned in others. I began to 
Think there was no prudence in Inferiours, like to that of obedience unto 
lawfull Commands, and to remember that Precept of '$, Hicrome to Ru. 
ſticus, 1x reference to his Smperiour ; Credas tibi ſalutare quicquid ille 
przceperit, nec de majorum ſententia{judices, cujus officii eſt obedire, g 
=_— qz juſla ſunt, 'dicente Moyſe Audi Iſracl, & tacez aud therefore 
reſolved cheerfully ſo to doe,and have now in purſuance of that reſoluti- 
on, expoſed this Diſcourſe to the publick, view, which I humbly deſire 
Jour Lordſhip to Patronize, ſith you were pleaſed firſt to command ut, 

T he main ſubftance of the Sermon is the ſame that was Preached be- 
fore you, ozely with your Lordſhips leave, I have here aud there inferted 
ſome enlargements, which were at firſt deſigned, but the ſtraits of tine 
allowed not room for their delivery, 

eAnd now if the publication of it, may any way prove ſerviceable to 
the advancement of Gods glory, or the ſatisfattion of diſſenters, whom I 
have laboured rather to comvince then exaſperate ; or may im the leaf 
contribute towards the Churches peace among#it us, I ſhall have reaſop 
to rejoyce 1n, and to bieſſe God for it, 

Unto the promoting of which holy ends, both by your ſelf and others, 
as God hath grven your Lordſhip a large heart, and a double portion of 
his Spirit, ſo that the Work of the Lord may proſper in your hands, and 
the fruit of it redoy1d to your acconnt, in all bleſſengs, temporall, ſpiri- 
tuall, and eternall, ſhall be the daily Prayer of 


My Lord » 


Your Lordſhips moſt humble 


Servant, 


John Priaulx. 
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Confirmation Confirmed. 


AQs viii. 'xvii. 


Then laid they their hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Ghoſt. 


ar He words, and the work, of this day 
a are I ſuppoſe not wnequally yoaked : 
Confirmation is the bufineſſe of 
both, whereof the Text holds forth 
the firft recorded imftance, and in 
the judgement of the Church of 
dM old, a full precedent for the practice 
Re SES of it, 
An ordinance of late too long, _ as mow which ( per- 
haps) were no friends to it at firſt, by ſad experience after- | 
_ have been driven to confeſfe, coo unhappily with-held Hoke og 
in unrighteouſueſs, to the great detriment, and diſtraftion hath caſt us in, 
of this Church, whoſe Prety and *Peace, were ſo much,and to Confulions, 
ſo #early concerned in it, _ _ 
Happy then are our eyes which ſce the joyful rerarnof it 2m 
1appy ye | it that muſt res 
again, We cannot but cry, Grace,, Grace, to its re-efta- gore our 
bliſhme nt, F Church order, 
May their feet be ever beautifull which bring ſuch glad 2nd heal moſt 


tidings, and their bands never wither nor grow faint, which —_ _ 


reach ou: ſv great a bleſſing to us, | hep 
And may the Crows {till flouriſh withthe FRaeand o0-þ-224» 
B Obedi- 


Confirmation © Confirmed. 
Obedience, Love and Loyalty, of all his Subj:As upon the 
head of the Lords Annointed, who like a ſecond Conffan- 
tine , the inioxer», a Biſhop without the Church, hath not 


b See His Ma» thought it below his Prixcely care þ to preſent this Church, 
jeſties Decla- and Nation, with ſo promiſing an Olive branch of Peace, 


ration. 


after that Deluge of Confuſion under which we have layn, 
and to commend it to the frifteſt obſervance, and improve- 
ment of thoſe which were intrufted with the Adminiſtrati- 
on of it, A Bleſſing for which not onely the preſet gene- 
ration, but the children yet unborn will be bound to r:ſe up, 
and praiſe him. Andthen under ſo-general (I hope ) a cor- 
dial concurrence, ſuch obl:gatory Precedents, and Induce- 
wents.; give we leave for the retrival of this Ordinance, 
not onely into yeur praiſe, but your affeftions too, to pre- 
ſent you this day with the fir$#, and that an exat and Apo- 
Helick Patterve of it, as it will appear in the opening of the 
words, which are theſe, Then laid they their hands on them, 
and they recerved the Holy Ghoſt. 

Which words may be ſorted into theſe ſeveralls ; firſt, the 
Aion it ſelf, laying on of hands the Ceremony of Confirma- 
tron, Secondly, the method or order of proceeding to this 
Afton in the particle Then, Thirdly, the Agents, or Mi- 
miſters of this Aftion, They, viz. the Apo#Fles in parti- 
cular, St, Peter and St, Tabs. Fourthly,. the objefts on 
which this Ceremony was exerciſed, in the Pronoun Them, 
7,e. the Samaritans which believed and were baptized. 
Fiftly, the end of this A#:oy, or the effet# following on it ; 
T hey received the Holy Ghoſt, Theſe are the particulars, we 
beein, 

7. With the Afton, which is here ſet down as the Cere- 
mony of Confirmation, and that is laying on of hands, 

Now this was the Concomitant or Appendix to another 
more principal, which was Prayer, which alſo had the ſame 
deſign with this Ceremony here, as you may read, v, 15, 
Indeed no blefling is beſtowed at any time in, and by the 
Church without prayer, but inthe giving of the Spur it 
1s more eſpecially proper, the promiſe of it being made » 

en1s 
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this dutys . Luc. 11. 13, And then no Ceremony more 
ſurable to fignifie the purpoſes of Prayer, and of the Spirit 
in this Ordinance, and of the Ordinance it ſelf, then this of 
Impoſition of hands, which will beſt appear if we conſider 
the {uftome of the Fewes, from whom this Ceremony was 
derived, with their deſigns in the «ſe of it. 

1. Then, as © Grotius tells us,,»anunm wmpolitio apud Fu- c Crotim in 
dos indicabat invocationem divine potentie, the laying on Matth.19.15; 
of ' hands, implicd the invoking of the Divine power ; for 
the hand being efficacie ſymbolum, the Emblem of power and 
operation : Fades orabant ut ſic Dei efficacia efſet ſuper i1- 
lun, ſicut mans efficacie ſynbolum e: 1mponebantur, The 
Tews prayed that efficacy of God mig ht be upon the party prayed 
for, according as the hands which were the Embleme of it 
were laid on him, as the ſame 4 Grotizes ſpeaks, and (o might d Gret. Epift. 
ficly intimate the /zvely influence of the Spirit ſought for in 154: 
this Ordinance, 

- Which mpoſition of, hands, being alſo performed mani- 
bus expanſis, with hands (tretched out, it was a {gn of the lie 
beral eff uſion of heavenly Grace upon the Perſon on whom 
they were laid, as © Pe/argwus nos, for, eSymbolum erat 

Secondly , this Ceremony was made uſe of as an Ap.. 8'ie celeſtis 
plicatory fg" betokening the reſtrained defires of hin that 0n9, 
prayedto the party whom he preſcn-cd to God in prayer, ferebetuy in pi- 
whercin as the lifting up of the hands lignihed from whom, 07, Pelarg. in 
and whence they expected the bleſſing ; tothe /aying of thems Gen. 48, 14, 
6,\chgned the perſon on whom they defircd it thould be be. 75*- 
ſtowed, Hence, as Calvin f obſerves, it was a ſolemm, uſual * Cav. 
Cuſtome amongſt the Jewes, that 2s ofren as they recom- 
mended a Perſon unto God, they laid hands on him, and 
accordingly to our preſent purpoic we find the ule of it, 

Firſt, in their Benedi&1ons, thus Facob blefſcrh Ephraim OE 
and eManaſſeh, laying his hands on them, Gen. 48.14.and 2 Capitibus ims 
that manus decuſs at as, as it were t2 8 prefignre the Croſſe of [2b way 
& quidem ita 
treſver/im obliquatys in ſe, ut Chriſtum deformantes, jam tum portenderent bene1iFionens in 
Chrifluw futuram, Tertull, de Baptiſm.c,7. 

2 him 
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him who had delivered bins ont of .all his troubles, And 
accordingly this 6aſtome was afte!Wards obſerved by his Po. 
$erity, who were wont to bring their children unto perſons 
b Grotiue iv Tenowned Santtiry, that by their prayers, with the lay. 
Matth x9. 13, 199 01 of hands, they might be recommended unto Gods 
i Dr. Hammond favour, as Þ Grotizs thews on CMatth. 19. 13, and from 
of impoſition hence i ſome derive the uſe of this Ceremwny in Confirmati- 
—_— for ox, which wasa kind of benediftion by the Fathers of the 
$. 32. n Churchbeftowed on the Novices of it. 
& Deur. 34.9. Secondly, Hence we find the ſame in their (onſecrations, 
With which al- and Dedications of perſons. So, to omit other places, k Dext, 
ſo it ſeemeth he 34.9. and it might denote three things, 1, The Separats- 
— wa ox of the Perſon unto Gods uſe unto whom he was dedicated, 
the Spirit, and at this, as} Ca/2ix ſeems to conceive, the practice of the 
Aiafe.in Num, Church in this Ceremony did aim, 2. It might note Gods 
27.18, ſe:iſure on the perſon to that purpoſe by the hands of his Mi 
L_ —_ mers, and ſo fignific Gods claim, and Acceptance of thoſe 
Es As whichare offered to him in this Ordinance, 3, It was a 
Myrothec. in kindof [zveſtitare in thoſe priviledges unto which by this 
Heb. 2.6. Ceremony the perſon was. admitted, and accordingly this 
m De Ecelefis- Ordinance in the Church was uſed as a means of Tranſmiſ- 
_ ——— M0 /10x unto the Sacrament of the Lords Swpper, as ® Dionyſus 
» See Dr. Ham. Arcopagita, or who ever is the Amthor of that ancient 
meds View of Book which goes under his name, witneſleth, 
the Diretory, And then this Ceremony being of ſuch ancient and gene- 
— 4, 741 uſe among the Jews, and withall ſo aptly ſured to the 
Conedringh, 7, purpoſes of this Ordinance, Chriſt and his Apoſtles were wil- 
c. 8.-Tremin ling to bring down the /audable Uſances of the Synagogue, 
prefat. ejuſdem 25 in many © other things, ſo in this into the practiſes of 
operis. Tudeiſmi C hy; ;anity, which is indeed but Fudaiſmm reformatue, 
op nu omg as learned © Se/den ſpeaks. | 
vin; Chriflic- And accordingly we find it praRiſed in the Chrif1as 
niſmus, waxime Charch, Not to look ſo farre back as to Chriſts impo- 
primitivus, /6- ſttion of hands on thoſe Children which were pre- 
gitimey ac pro- ſented to him, Mark 16. 10. Where it is ſaid, chat 
phetice proves, |. took the __ Children up in his arms, put his 


inde hands upon them , and bleffed chem , and that p, as 
art- 


| 
: 
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Confirmation Confirmed. $ 
*C _— ſpeaks ) that by yo 4 of hands, and prayer p I» impoſitione 
c 


| . ED . & 
unto God for them they might obtain good things; and a —_— gi 


gains by prayer to God for them, he conferred Grace and tread 
heavenly gifts upon them, a fair Preludium to, if not Pat j,v, TR 
tern for this Ordinance, but reut, Deun 
To be ſure we find it uſed by St, Peter and St, John in ills prec 
this place, by St, Paw, Atts 19. and afterwards we meet 8H © do 
with it enrolled, Hebr, 6,2. amongſt the Fundamentall Do. _ m_—_ 
fArines of Chriftianity, whether as a part of them as ſome wright Harm. 
conceive, or as a ſeaſonable opportunity for, and decent Cere- 
mony It the teaching of them, as others ; 1 recommended it q Impoſirionis 
is, together with Baptiſme, unto the conft ant uſe of the Wan of E- 
Church ; and that in ſo clear charatters, that Calvin ® on pife = WR 
the place was driven to confeſſe, hxjus ceremonie or:g1nem Neophytorums 
fluxiſſe ab Apoſtolts, that this Ceremony was derived from Anſelm in loc, 
the Apoſtles, and ſo had the leſſe reaſon in his [n#tirutions * Calvim is bo. 
totaxl S, Hierome for calling it an Apoſtolical tradition, 7m: = 0 
and then that will advance very near toa Divine Precept Impoſcio i 
for the wſe of it ; or if no ſuch were to be found, yer 2s nuww cajur 
t S, Hierome contra Lucifarianos (peaks, if we had no Scri. mentioþe, Heb. 
pture Authority for it, the conſent of the whole world this ©; *+ Referends 
way oug ht to be obeyed as a Precept,or as uz anchy upon the eff _ _— 
like ceremony uſed in Ordination, tells us, the examples of Cn 
the Apoſtles and the Ancient Church would be more eſteem. que & paſtaridus 
ed then they ave ; Yea ( ſaith he) they ſhould be looks on by folebe peri, > 
ws 4s a Divine Law, A good rule, would the tamesand the Þ flee Minifies 
temper of men now bear it, _ fe , 
And then as to the uſe of the Church afterwards * {"aſ- es precibas 
ſander may aſſure you ſemper in Eccleſia religioſoſſinge 0b- publicis cons 
ſervatam ; that C onfirmation was ever religiouſly obſerved wendando a in 
1 the (harch, ncither was this Ceremony queſtioned by Chniflanyond 
v8catione you 
gretie imployatione manuumgque impoſitione, Rivet. Catholick Onloden To. 3. Q.9. 
Se&. 3, ſ\ Calv, Inftit. i1b, 4. c. 9. Sefl, non inficior nonnibil ballucinari Hieron ymum, 
Ofc. t Si Scripture autovitas non ſubeſſet ; tatins orbit in hanc partem conſenſus inſtar 
[> —_ _ __— _—_ int —_— AG par 
a vellem aſftimari, imo is diyi . 
m 4. Precept, X Colſander in Conſult, hate Rex omar 
B 3 any 
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y Theodoret.lib, any for almoſt fifteen hundred years,except onely the YNova- 
3- Haretic. fab. tians, in favour to the irregularity of their Upitart Bi. 
& Cantic. ſhop, as we may conceive, who yet if they retwrned to the 
cap. 1.9,2, | - 
Church, might not have Admiſſion without it, as appears by 
7 Concil. es La. Cne/eventh Canon of the Conn.el of Laodicea®, ; 
odic. c. 7. And here I might give you in heaps of Comuncells and Fa. 
thers for the abetting of this prattiſe, but I ſhall content my 
ſelf ro point at ſome ferv, 
a Vid.concit. E» PFirſt then for Councels, you may take ® the Eliberitan, 
liber. Can. 38: the two Conncels at eArles, that of Lazsdicea, the firſt con- 
77. Arelatenſ, ; ; | A Mays 
1 Can. 8. Ares {*porary to the firſt Conncel of Nice, the two next within 
latenſ. 2 Can, twenty fix, and the fourth bur fixty eight years after it, All 
17. Laodic. which ſpeak punQtually to this buſineſle, as appears by thcir 
Can.7.48. ſeveral anon. 
Secondly for Fathers, take three or foxr in lieu of the 
b Tertull, de reſt, So Tertallian tells us, that Þ Caro mans 1mpoſitione 
Reſur. Car. 11 mbratur, ut anima Sprritu illuminetar, the fleſh ts 0- 
verſhadowed by the laying on of the hand, that the ſoul may 
c Tertull. de be enlightned by the Spirit, And again, ©Manus imponitur 
Beptiſmo. per benediftonem advocans, & invitans Spiritum ; the 
hand ts laid on by way of benediftion calling down, and in- 
viting the Spirit, : ; 
d Cyprian Epi- Adde to himS. Cyprian © in his Epiſtle ad Tubajannm, 
ftola ad -Inbaje- Where having ſpoken of this paſlage of the Text, he tells us, 
num. = quod nunc quoque apud nos geritur , that the ſame is Fill 
e Non | _—_ prattized in the Church; and if you pleaſe to look on 
| NEG fe that place, you will find a full conformity in every particular 
conſuetudinem, © te pattern here, I might joyn to theſe S, Hierom eand 
ut ad eos qi S. Amngaſtine*, and indeed what not? and if afterwards 
lowge in minori- the inſtances of the later times were needfull, I might alſo 
bus urbibus per (6, you the full conſent of the 8 Waldenſes, the Seminary 
Mayes & fh on, and of their Partners Þ the Fratres U- 
Diaconos bapti- %% C e reformation, and of thetr Partners ® the Fratres V 
ati ſunt Epiſco= 
us ad invocationem Sanfti Spiritus manum impoſitarus excurrat Hieronym. contra Lu- 
cifer. f Auguſtin. lib. 3, de nor. \contre Donatiſter, c.16. g Vide Apolog, Waldenf. 
h Yide tibi cus titulus Ratio Diſcipliaz ordineſque Ecclehialtici in -Vaitate fratrum 


Bohemorum. Ybi Forma Novitios recipiendi Conſule p. 46. edit, Comenian#s vid. oo 
noeus Comenit in loc, 


uitatis 


* TY 


Confirmation Confirmed. - 
nitatis of Bohemia, but T necd not multiply more Authors. 
tres in a matter of Fa which I find few doubting of, and 
therefore (hall paſle on from the eAttion in the next place to 
ſhew you, 
2. The method of proceeding to it implyed in the particle 
Then, Then laid their hands, &c. 
And the method you lee in this Charch was this, men were 
firſt brought to the Faith by the preaching of the word, and 
then were they Baptized, 2nd then, and not till then the ; p,pywey. in 
Apoſtles procced to the confirmation of them by prayer, and pionyſ. Areop. 
laying on of hands, ad c,2, Nap3, 
[r was fit the begetting word ſhould go before the ſtreng.. 3: 4.in Ecclee 
; fraſtic. Hierarch. 
themng word, the Sacrament of regeneration, Oefore the pv re 
Right of (onfirmation. To give this laſt before the other te; Confirma- 
were ordinarily to ſet a ſeal to.a b/axk, to defire ſtrength tion. 
\here there wasno life, * 1 Autor imper- 
Take this for your rule, it is good not to proceed in Gods me jo 
Ordinances by leaps," uy VarigndZy amixlus ty; Te avoi\e, not Ms —— 
to leap diſorderly upon thoſe Ordinances and Stations for Chriſti illis ſolis 
which we are not fitted, but to go from ſtrength to ſtrength danda eſt qui 
in our appearances before God n Z1on,Pial.84.7. And then 1% _ 
as Confirmation ought not to be Adminiftred till Baptiſme =p gl gt 
be preluppoſed, ſo regularly neither ought the Sacrament wanus impoſe- 
of the Lords Supper to be given to thoſe which have not vienem, Homil. 
been fuſt confirmed ; as the former was the Prattice here, ſo 17- 
the latter is the k command of our Church, and was ever the = Confirmatio 
prattiſe of the Primitive, Hence the 1 Authonr of the 1m- A 
perfett work @ Matthew going under S. Chryſoſtomes num perfeRlionis 
name, tells us, that the grace of Chriſts body ts to be -_ to addere videba> 
them only which are already become the Sons of God by Ba- —_— 4 «/figi- 
ptiſme, and Impoſition of hands : and fo Albaſpineus ® wir puns Sh chek. 
antiquorum E ccleſie rit uum ſcientiſſimus, as Biſhop Vſher ſtiani nomine, 
juſtly Riles him, 4 moſt knowing man in the Ancient rites & Enchariftie 
of the Church, averres, that (onfirmation ſeemed to give ſumptione di- 
the lat ſtroke to, and to lay on the roof of that perfettion by , > gang 
which a perſon was accounted worthy of the name of a Chr:- Concil, Rlibe- 
an, and the participation of the Euchariſt, And ſo in rwea.cap.7, 
D1; onyſius 


Dionyſins Argopagita, we find that after Confirmation the 
Biſhop declared the party to be one meet for the receiving of 
n'05 n{2wp the 2 Holy Communion, having ( ſaith he ) ſealed or an- 
raniT@ ji Tr vealed the man with the Divine ointment, he declares hims 


. - x henceforth to be one that hath a right to the hly and moſt 


ne _ . perfetting communion of the Lords Supper. 

EU aeaSIAG, Nor ler any repineat this ſwſpexce, you ſhall eyer find 

Diovyf. Ae- that the Ordinances of God have moſt honour and efficacy 

-— what ,: in their proper order, and the ſox/s of mes thrive belt in their 

Sea.79, Proper places and ranks, Strong meat may be little better 
then poyſon to him who is onely fit for 921/k, The wombe is 
the place of the Embryo, if you rip up that, that the child 
may be ſooner at the breaſt, you giye it air not to breath, but 
dic in, 

And asthere ought to be care taken for the adminiſtring 
of Gods Ordinances in their 4#e rank_and order, ſo likewiſe 
that they be adminiftred by that Rank and Order of men 
onely, which are :m5powr'd thereunto. 

There have been indeed pretenders which defire to have 
an hand in this bufinefle, as ſtill there will be in matters of 
Priviledge and Preheminency, But the firſt praiſe will be 
ever the beſt rule : the firff Church the ſureſt miſtreſſe of the 
latter, whoſe example ought to be our guidance, as the ® Bo- 
b Harm, Con» hemians ſay in their Confeſſion, Here then let's to our pat- 
fell. Prime &e- tern again, and ſo for your direCtion take notice of the 
elefſe poſteriors > Particular obſerved in the words which intimates the 
— Miniſters of this Ordinance in the Pronoun They, Then 
momd ducis 1aid T hey their hands, And who theſe we the fourteench 
wore yerſe will inform us, even S., Peter and S. John, two of the 
ApoFtles whom the Church ſent down to Semaria to con- 
firm thoſe new converts, 

But what needed that meſſage may ſome ſay ? was not Phi- 
{ip there already, who by the Po of the world, and 
working many ſ1gnesand wonders, had gained them to the 
Faith, and alſo Ba tized them > and why might not he un- 
dertake this buſineſſ alſo, Ir is true he was a Deacon, but 
not ſuch as the later times have fancied the Sreward ___ 

the 
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the eAlmes-box, but one that de jure might d>th preachand 
Baptize, Nay farther he was an Evangeliſt, and that in 
ſome mens apprehenſion (how groundlefſe you may ſee by this 
inſtance) might be enough to entitle him to all the powers of 
the Church, You know how warmely, though as varnly it is 
urged in the caſe of Timothy, and Titus, and yet Phillip the 
Deacon, Phillip the Preacher, Phillip the Baptiſt, Phillip the 
Evangeliſt might not, and therefore would not attempt the 
work for all this, 

Will you know the reaſon ? S, Chryſoſtome upon the place 
will tell you , becauſe he had neither z#ecoas , nor iZovnar 
neither the gift, nor Authority for it , this being as he after 
ſpeakes w* F "Amona thaiprre 4 ſpeciall prerogative of the 
Apoſtles, and indeed we find it eyer reſerved to their hands 
in Scripture, As for that onely inſtance given tothe contrary 
of Ananias a Diſciples laying on of hands on S, Paul, and 
the promiſe that he ſhould rece:ve the Holy Ghoſt, At.9.17. 
which is alledged by A. Calvin, and his Followers, 

I conceive it may be fairly anſwered, 

1. That Anamas his Laying on of hands was only in or- 
der to the cure of $, Pauls blindneſſe as is intimated ver, 12, 

2, That the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt referred to S. 
Paxls up , Which was to enſue , wherein queſtionleſle 
the holy Spirit was conferred : though in ſomewhat a different 
reſpect then he was in Confirmation, 

3. And which may ſuffice to choak this obje&ion , it is 
clear,the impoſition of hands there ſpoken of was nota part of 
Confirmation , as appears by the ſtory, for it went before S, 
Paxls Baptiſme, ſo ver. 18, whereas Confirmation in the 
Prattiſe of the Church then : (as indeed in reaſon it ought,) 
(till: ſucceeded after Baptiſme for ought we read, it being alſo 
probable that S. Paul as well as the reſt of the Apoſtles was 
Confirmed miracxlouſly, and immediately from heaven; and 
then this inſtance will be no barre to what was formerly aſ- 


ſerted, 


Yea, but will ſome ſay, ſuppoſing it belonged 
Apoſtles then, Their perſons are gone, and cheir 
C 


onely to the 
office ceaſed; 
and 
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Loc. 
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Catrio.tefti and ſo ougtt this Rite too, or muſt be adminiſtred by Off- 

"2 _— o. cersof another Rank, Num Eprſcops omnino ſunt Apoſtoli-? 

Se. 10, - — wade 1ndeed Apoſtles: tric Calvins Queſtron upon the 
aſe, 

Here then , Let me tell them that the Office of Apoſtles is 
not ceaſed, nor was ſo to do with their Perſons, as appears 

Matth.:3,20. by Chri#ts promiſe Mart, 28, 20, [ am with youal way unto 
the end of the world, Now this could not be meant of their 
Perſons , who in a few years were to leave.the world , it muſt 
needs therefore be underſtood of their Fanttion, which either 
muſt be ſucceeded to, or elſe it was as temporary as their per- 
ſons, 

Indeed in the Apoſtles there was ſomething extraordinary, 
as immediate CM1iſſion, unlimited Turiſdiftion, and mrra- 
culous Operations,which were not neceſſary to be perpetuall, 
Great helps *tis true for the firſt founding of the Church , 
which: being conſtituted , and become able ty ſubfiſt without 
them , reaſonable it was that they ſhould ceaſe as Manna did 
when /ſrael was come into the Land of Canaan, 

But then the ordinary offices , and powers of Apoſtles as 
Preaching, Baptizing, Confonning, Conſecrating,Ordaining, 
Governing , which were neceſlary for the continuance of a 
Church , art leaſt the well being of it , in theſe they' ought to 
be, and were ſucceeded , or elſe there offices muſt faile or be 
executed by perſons not 'impowred to them, And then for 
Unitys ſake likewiſe fit ic was, that ſome rank of men 
ſhould be the Common Receptacles of all theſe powers , that 
ſo they might iſſue forth- to others as far as the neceſfiries of 
the C burch ſhould call for: with more order and Peace , and 

aA (imp i this ſort of men were Brſhops,called at firſt Apoſtles as *T heo- 
om) Tec _— doret obſerves , till afterwards in proceſle of time they left 
ns wwe wg that name to the Prime Apoſtles, and took that of Biſhops, 
imeximxs 7% as of a more humble import , and which formerly had been 


| ic ce; 20K common even unto Presbyters. 


5vauc aripeagon But then thoſe now called Biſhops were in the judgement 
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of the (hureb the proper Sueceſſaurs of the g Apoſtles, fo 
Þ [renews bay,ng told us before that Biſhops were conſtituted 
by the Apoſties in the Churches , he add's after qu0s 6 ſwe- 
eſſores relinquebant ſunm ipſorum locun magiſteru traden 
tes, that they left thems their ſucceſſours , delrvering to thens 
their own place of rule, and guidauce in the Church, and ſo 
©$S.(yprian ad Florentium Pupianuw aflerts that the Prepo- 
ſits (that is Biſhops ia his language ) Apoſtolis wicaria ordi- 
natione ſuccedunt, they ſucceed the Apoſtles,oudained as ie 
cars in there placcs,upon which words Pameliaes Nores that it 
was thethird time he had ſo ſaid, And ſod S, Hierome ſure- 
ly no flatterer of that O:der ; in his Epiſtle ad Harcellam 
adverſus Montauum ſaycs, 7 Ho vos Apeſtalorum locum Epi- 


| cops texent , With us the Biſhops hold the place of Apoltles, 


Ande again upon Mal.45. as we number itverſ.16. where 
we read in ftead of thy Fathers ſhall be thy children $. Hie- 
rome paraphraſeth it pro patribus LpoFolrs flu, Epriſcops, ut 
Epiſcops Apoſtolis, tanguan filu Patrabus ſuccedant inſtead 
of Apoſtles as Fathers thou 


b l:en@us ad*+ 
vers, Heref, 
lib. 3.c. $- 


c Cyprian Ep. 
69. al Floren- 
trum Phpianil. 


d Hiern, Ep, 
ad Marcellam 
adverſus Mons 
1anum. 


e Hieronymn, nt 
P/al, ub; wes 
BEALCNETIMLS 4 5 


f(larus 4 Mas 


lc have Bſhops as ſons who ſcula dixit Mas 


may ſucceed che Apoſtles as ſons do their Fathers, I might »ifeſts eſt ſen+ 


adde the przgnant ceftimony of f Claruws  Maſcads recited 
by S. Auguſtine, lib, Sept, de Baptiſmo contra Douatift as, 
and tell you farther how Bafi/ the Great cal's , Eprſcopacy 
©viJear T'Armnn, and Anarzls the prefetture, or pre- 


tentis Domini 
noſtri leſs 
Chriſti Apoſtc= 
los mittentir, 


& ipſrs ſolis 


cedency which the ApoFtes had from God, and theſe are fair poteſtatem 3 


witneſſes , in whoſe judgement you ſee there are Apoſtles 
ſill, and who they are which by the Yerdif of the Church 


ommno Apoſtoli? is anſwered, 

Bur he hath another g A» ſol: put Apoſtol:? if they be ſuch, 
are they the onely ſuch 2 may theſe , and theſe onely lay on 
hands, that will not go down neither, 


parre ſibi dai 
permittentis, 


uibus nos 


- may claime that title, and ſo Calvin: num Epiſcops ſunt ſucceſlimus, 


eadem pote= 


ſtate Eccleh- 


am Dominant 
gubernautes, 


Aug lib.7. de 


To this I anſwer firſt in Gexeral that as to a full Apoſto- Baptiſm, con- 
lick power in the ſenſe before mentioned , and the primary #14 Donaliſtes 


derivation of it , they and they onely are ſuch , 21y. as to 
this ordinance in particular , as we find no other Stewards 


of it in Scripture befides the Apoſtles as we have ſhewed , [0 
C 2 if 
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if we look upon the after pratices of the Church, b S, Cy- 
prian relating to the paſſage in the Text tells us, quod 
nunc quoque apud nos geritur , we have the ſame cuſtome, ut 
qu in Eccleſia Baptizantur Prepoſitis Ecclee offerantur; 
that thoſe which are Baptized be preſented to the Biſhops of 
the Chyrch, that by our prayer , and the lay.ng on of hands 
they may obtain the holy-Ghoſt , as he gocs on in his Epiſtle 
ad Tubajanum forementioned, and [9 iS, Auguſtine lid, 15. 
de Trinitate Ouem morem in ſuts prepoſitts etiam nunc ſer- 
vat Eccleſia , which cuſtome the Church obſerves by her Bi- 
ſhops at this time, And from hence doth * S. {hryſoftome 
draw the ſame praCtice , in his Comment on the Text #9 
ſaith he, K et rovs xopugxions eux d&Novs Tivas £519 idtir Tere wounl as 
hence we ſee the principal, and chief of the Church, and no 
other performing this work.l ſhall cloſc up this with that ſay- 
ing of 1 S. Hierome , quod { hoc loco queris quare m Eccle. 
ſia baptizatus niſi per manus Epiſcopt non accipiat ſpiritum 
Santtum, quem nos aſſerimus in vero Baptiſmate tribui, If 
thou ſhalt arke why in the Church the Baptized receivcth not 
the holy Ghoſt, but by the hands of the Biſhop; though we 
averre the ſame ſpirit is recerved in Baptiſme rightly admi- 
mitred : to this he anſwers, Diſce hanc obſervationem ex ea 
eAnthoritate deſcendere, quod poſt aſcenſum Domini Spiri- 
tus Santtns ad eApoſtolos defcendit, Know (ſaith he) that 
this prattice takes its rife from that Amnthority, where it ts 
ſaid, that after the eAſcenſion of our Lord, the holy Spirit 
deſcended upon the Apoſtles, implying the Biſhops to be their 
Succeſſonurs, and that to them and not others it belongs to 
derive this gift in confirmation; and in this channel both F.x- 
thers, and Councels generally run, #9 laying on of the hands 
of the Pre:bytery in this buſineſle, at lealt not in any pro” 
per right of their own, 

As for thoſe 2, inſtances commonly brought to the contra - 
ry, fir{t of the P esbyters in Egypt which Hularins Sardus 
relates, for he is the Authour, and not S, Ambroſe, and that 
of no great credit neither if $, Hrierome may be believed: ſe- 
condly of thoſe Prieſts in Sardinia in Gregory the great's 
time, 
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time, which Calvin alſo prefſerh, for brevity's ſake I ſhall 


not acquaint you with my own conceptions, bur refer you ra- 
ther to what hath been lately ſpoken by that Bleſſed man 
m Dr, Hammond in his Poſthamogs piece upon confirmat1 on, 
as alſo by that very Lrarned Prelate, whoſe name in this 
place for modeſty I ſpare , in his Elezgazt , and eMccarate 
Epiſtle ® before the ſaid work , from whom you may receive 
abundant ſ-tisfa&tion;and what would the Vintage of Abie- 
zer be unto the Gleanings of Ephraim ? By what hath been 
ſpoken you ſee the judgement of the Church in this Queſtion, 
and (9 an anſwer to Calvin's other , eAn ſol: Epiſcopi ſum 
Apgſtoll, 

And indced great rcafon there was for this reſerve to this 
Fanttion. 

Firſt, For the honour of Eprſcopacy, and thereby the Uni- 
ty of the Church ad honorem Sacerdotu that's S. Hierome's 
reaſon contra Luciferianos,for the honour of this ſacred Fun. 
ion, Why ? of what import is that 7 Lzt him tell you , as 
mean as ſome think of ir. Eccleſie ſalms ( ſaith he) 1nſumm: 
ſacerdotis dignitate pendet, The ſafety of the Church de- 
penderth upon the drgnity of her chief ſuperiours , to whom 
(as he addeth) 9 if ſome eminent offices of power above others 
were not given, there would be in the Church as many Schiſ- 
mes 4s Prieſts: I wiſh our late times had not made too ſufh- 
cient a comment on thoſe laſt words, and of this by the way 
it is, that Venerable Þ Bede ſpeaks , when he tells us that this 
was not granted to every Prielt propter arrogant 1am, not out 
of the pride of Biſhops as ſome falſly glofſe him, bur to pre- 
vent the Ambition of Prieſts, who would be apr to grow in- 
ſolent if rhey had all offices in common with their ſupe- 
riours. 

Second reaſon was from their relation to the Fhurch as 
they were the Primary, if not onely proper Paſtoxrs of thoſe 
Churches unto which they related , as we find them every 
where (tiled with a kind of appropriation among the An- 
cients, and it is obſerved that imply, Paſtores, or Paſtores Ec- 
cleſfie, none are called beſides chem ſelves for the firlt fix hun- 
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dred years. To them the Regiment of the whole C hurch was 
committed at firſt, the om ro being but their Aſſiſtants in 
Cities, and Villages, admitted in partew ſolicitudinss into a 
part of their care, firſt caſually, and curſorily , and then by 
Ration, and fixed refidency, when Pariſhes were divided and 

q Hieycn. ©on* jindowed. q Inde vent (ſaith S, Hierome) ut ſine Chriſmate, 
tra Lnciferit* &- Epiſcops Inſſione , neque Presbyter , neque Diaconus jus 
my habeat Bptiz.andi, hence neither the Presbyter , nor Deacon 
hath right to Baptize without Chriſme, and the command of 
the Biſhop. Onely the multitude , and inſtant neceſſities of 
Baptiſme encreafing , and ſo a power being granted to Preſ- 
{y'ers, and Deacons as occaſion ſerved to diſpenſe it, rea- 
ijonable it was that thoſe which paſſed not through the B;- 
ſhops hands in that Ordinance , he ſhould take recognition of 
them as of the relt in this of Confirmation , as being a part of * 
his Flock and care, 
Thirdly, It being the Pr:efts office to bleſſe the people, and 
Heb, 7,7. thatalfo Leing an At of Authority, as we ſee Hebr.7.7, in 
camman congruity none (o proper for this ation , none from 
whoſe perfarmance ex officio the ſucceſle might be ſo readily 
expected as he that was the Swmmus Sacerdos , the chiet, it 
not the onely Paſtour of the Dioceſſe, 
And thus you ſee the hands which are to manage this work, 
in which I have fuck the longer; becauſe PERge the main 
controverſy about Confirmation at this time ſticks there too, 
I come on next in the, 
Fourth place to the abjefFs on whom theſe hands were layed, 
and thoſe were the Samaritans, the behieving , baptized Sa- 
mATIHANS, | 
1. They were Samaritans, and thoſe were at firſt a mon- 
grell generation of Idslators, as you may ſee 2, Kings 17. 
Afterwards from San Balla:'s time a ſet of Shiſmaticks , 
who had ereted Altare contra Altare, analtar in Moynt 
Gerizim in oppoſition to the Altar at Jeruſalem, an altar 
R. Benjamin in built as Benjamin in his Itinerary relates, of thoſe ſtones 
diinerario. which the Iſraelites bad ſet up after their paſſage through 

Fordas , an Altar in ſome find Sacrilegiogs as well as 
Schiſ ma- 
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Schiſmaticall , and'then hatefull they were to the Jews even r Sic leſum v0- 
to a't Proverb as you'ſee Fohn 8, 48. cchrerotun 
Howbeit the Pentatench they embraced, and ſowere 1» part, On 
Confinio Lucts , neereſt to the Fews in their religion, and it ejus cum $4- 
was good to be borderersupon that. As their ſeat was berween maritanis , & 
mount ſGerizim, arid monnt Ebal, ſo was their condition ** a quod di- 
neer to curſing , but neer to bleſſing too, and now the bleſſings Jeips A. 4 
of mount Ger:21ms prevailed, they were the ſecond Stage 1 ,,njs commer- 
Chrifts geſſes for the Goſpels progrefſe, as you may ſee t ACts cia habuerant, 
1.8, The time was come wherein Aholah ſhould become convitium it- 
Aholibah, they which had ſeparated themſelves from the li- = _—_— 
ving God, andſetup a tabernacle of their own , ſhould be- ,@ crore 
come the tabernacle of the Lord that I mniay 8llude to their yum illum 


Predeceſſours u Ezeck 23, 4. foiſſe, 1. 1#+ 
We ſhould not deſpair of the worſt of ſchiſmaticks, God _ = 


can graft them in when the naturall branches fall off, Jerw- cemtens Canes 
ſalem you ſee reſpe&t3the Goſpell , which Samaria Will en- riticent utpote 
tertain, and accordingly they did, for they believed , and que Cutheo- | 
were baptized yer. 12, of this chap, ry _ mo 
1, They were belieyers, what really ſuch > no queſtion 15; 
many were, bur ſome might not be ſo, as appears by S110n jy. gliis invie 
Magus in this chapter, nor had the Apoftles a power to ſiſiimam, & 
diſcern the hcarts of men , whereby to know whether they ve/at? Genet- 
were ſuch, or no, Simon Mags clic in probability had nor #7 4192 #t 


X alias fievt, ſolec 
crept into Baptiſme, gr anguſtins 
It was then by their profeſſion of it that they judged them poſt defettio- 
ſuch , and from thence we may take this direction, nem” interſliti- 


T hat none ought to be athmitted unto Confirmation which *:*0 grevins 
utring; olium. 


have not firft made a profeſſion of their faith, and purpoſe of Qui 146. 
holy lrong, bus naturdli 
For as a perſonal faith is the condition before God of title & Gentium ſe- 
e2 the priviledges of Adult members of the Church, ſo the ©#ndum Hebr, 
profeſſlon of this faith is the formall , proximate condition rw we 
of the title before the Church , withour-wbich profeſſion they p, 144. 
ought not to be admitted to ſuch priviledges. Tne Church Sic Benjamin 
cannot otherwiſe know that they own the Covenant made in #* 1:inerario, 


: tAFts1.8., 
Baptiſme: berween God, and them, winch alſo is the _ u Exch. 23.4, 
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Foundation of after priviledges. Hence the Chriſme in P/e- 
do-Clemens is by a Metonymie tiled &6a«wms hs HeeMas, 
the eſtabliſhing of their confeſsion, or profeſsi0n, 

If you defite to know what kind of profeſſion is hereunto 
required, I conceive with others, that ir ought firſt for the 
matter of it to be a profeſſion of true Chriſtianity, 2 for the 

His Majeſties quality of it, it ought to be (as his Majeſty ſpeakes) 4 Credibte 

Declaration. prof Fox, rhat is ſuch as ſcems to be underſtanding, ſerious, 
voluntary , and not made voy'd by any contradiCtion in 
word, or deed; I mean ſuch a contradiction as ſhews that we 
lye, Or tpeak againſt the teſtimony of our own hearts, 

This ought to precede Baptiſme in thoſe that are of age, 
and Confirmation in thoſe that have received that Sacrament 
in their Infancy of the firſt of theſe the Ancient Church was 
very carefull , and that both the Jewiſh, and the Primitive 
Chriſtians. 

Flt the Jewiſh, for amongſt them, Baptiſme in the Admiſ.« 
ſion of thoſe which were tiled Proſelyti Juſtitie, Proſelytes 

of Juſtice was conſtantiy in uſe, and that lookt upon as 
a means of regeneration, and the Perſon ſo Prolelyted 
Vile hee cum 21 The jep> 4s an Infant New borngas the T almndiſh ſpeak in 
ſequentibus 4 Gemarah Babylon, at tit. Tabimoth , and was ſaid to be re- 


= — - © rcived mw2en '82 PAn ander the wings of the Divine Ma- 
ynednis |, x. . 

<.3. & de jure J*/). | wry 
weturali, & Nowin order to their Admiſſion unto Bapriſme in thoſe 


gentium ſecuns that were adult, they were wont to adviſe them ſeveral times 
dam Hebre) of the weightineſle of the bufineſle they went about , of the 
A holyneſſe of that peopleto whom they deſired to be joyned, 
of the rewards promiſed to the juſt , and the puniſhments 
threatned to evil doers, and of an after life when this was 
finiſhed ; as alſo of the difficulty of obſerving the Moſaick 
precepts, diligently enquiting into the purpoſe of the perſon; 
whether he defired to enter this cſtate mby 2501 m2 :mp out of 
love to their religion, and with a ſincere heart; afcer this fol- 
lowed the parties profeſſion of the whole Jewiſh religion, and 
of his aſſent to it in every part , and this was done before the 


M rvs, or the Triumyiti which were to take that profeſſion, 
which 


£E £94 
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which if they judged fincere, the Party was admitted by 


' Circumciſion, Baptiſme, and Sacrifice , at leaſt by the two 
larter, into the rank and priviledges of an ſraelrte, If any 
had ſlipt in withour this examination, or there were _ 
to preſume that he had but difſembled in it, though t 
of his Initiation were not repeated, no more then Baptiſme 
among Chriſtians, z yet was he no: publickly admitted, till 
by the ſentence of the Sanhedrim it appeared, that freely, 
and out of love he had given up himſelf to their Religion, & 
that willingly he embraced it, Thus you ſee the care of the 
S ynagoge in this particular, which was after Copied our. 

Second , By the Chriftian Church, If we look upon the 
Scriptare, to omit other places of a like import, take bur that 
of S. Peter, 1 Pet, 3.21. where Baptiſme is called, The 
"anſwer of a good conſcience towards God : the word imyompay 
henifying as all Learned men doe agree, metonymically, or 
by Synecdoche, the anſwer, or rather the a Stipalation con- 
fiſting of the [nterrogatories of Baptiſme, and the anſwer 
returned by him that is Baptized, undertaking to believe , 
and live like a Chriftian, as Groti#s fully ſhews in his An- 
notations, 

And then anſwerable unto theſe Patterns was the practice 
of the Primitive Church afterwards, as appears by their care 
about the Catechumeni, Theſe had a Þ Catechiſt allowed 
them, for their inſtruction, beſides the aſſiſtance of that 
c Chriſtian friend which was to bring them to the Biſhop. 
Neither came they to Baptiſme ff de rebus Fide; plane 1n- 
Fratti, till they were inſtructed in all matters of Faith, the 
niyſteries of the Lords Supper onely excepted ; nor were they 
Baptized nfs potquam ea omma ſe credere juraſſent, till 
they had ſworn their belief of them, ſaith Albaſprnexs d : 
nd as to their purpoſe of living, they ſolemnly ſwore to for- 
ſake fin, ſo the fame Authour, After this followed their >a»- 
myay, their ſolemn abrenuntiations of the Devil, and his 
Pomps, which were e thrice pronounced with their Faces to- 
wards the Weſt ; and then their no lefſe ſolemn profeſſions 
of their Faith, thrice made Ln Eaft,which profeſſions 
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were entrediinto a £ Regiſter, and Subſcribed. Unto which 
s haurches, ſcycrall Serutinirs ; and fo 
in the fourth gCouncill of Carthage, Can, 85. we read of 
a crebra Examinatio, an often Examination, which was to 
£2 before Baptiſme, which Scrutimies were about b their 
Faith, and ec Manners, and purpoſe of haly living ; and 
theſe held publickly in Conſpe## toti944 Ecclefe, in the light 
of the whole Church, as appears by S. Anugyſtine, lib, 2, de 
Symbol. ad (atechumenos, In brief , Fidem Chriſtianans , 
Chriitianumque vivendi genus, mores ſeſe amplexos, per- 
ſequnturoſque jurabant antequam baptiz.arentur ; (0 i Alba- 
ſpmmens, They ſware that they.embraced and would ſtick to 
the Chriſtian Faith, would live and behave themlſelyes as 
Chriſtians ; and all this before they were baptized. So great 
a'\care-was"taken by the Church then, for the ſecuring thae 
profeſſion we plead for, in thoſe which were of age. But now 
our caſe being ufually ſuch, that our Children'.are Baptized 
when they are Infants, it hath been-the wiſdome- of our 
Church to provide, x. That their Confirmation' be, deferred 
till they come to years: of diſcretion';z and 2; That-then ha- 
ving learned what was promiſed in their behalf by their 
Sureties, they may with their own month, and their own 
conſent before the Church, ratifie, and confirns' the ſame ; 
and alſo promiſe, that by.the Grace of Gad, they-will ever- 
more'endeavour themſelves faithfully:to obſerve, and keep 
ſuch'things, as they by their own mouth and confeſſion have 
aſſente to, And this is as much (if duely performed ) as any 
in reaſon; can demand for a Charch-afſwraxce, that men may 
be look*t upon as Believers, Burt that . was not the onely qua” 
lification of theſe Samnritanes, they. were 
2, Baptized, and-whart ever Wick/iffe in 1 Bellarmine-is 
ſaid to have affirmed, rigtly too, by S. Philip, Legitimury, 
& Ecclefiaſt ieum Baptiſmum conſequats fuerunt, ſaith $. 
m Cyprian, they had received lawfull Church-baptiſine : and 
yet the Apoſtles which beſt underſtood -the Orders, and 
wants of the Church, iay hands-on them : q#od deorat a Pe- 
tro, Tohanne fattum et, (auth the ſame Father, what was 


wanting 
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wanting was ſupplied by Peter and Jobn : wanting ? to 
what ? not.to their Bapriſme ſure, that was granted before , 
bur tothe Baptized, being capable of this Ordinance, ſome- 
thing was, 

And if any ſhall aske the Queſtion we meet wich in ® Ex- 
ſebius, Ennſſenms, or Encherizs Lugdanenſss, as ſome will 
have it, it his Homily upon Pentecoſt, Quid mihs pro- 
deſt poſt myiterinm Baptiſmatis , muniSteronuns  Coufir- 
mantis, what profit ſhall I receive by che miſtery of Gon- 
firmation , having received the myſtery of Baprtiſme ? 
S. Cyprian will tell him : the 1d quod deerat, what was 
wanting to theſe, namely wt ordtione pro 1# habita. & 
manu poſta, &c, That by prayer made for them, and 
.ayipg on of hands upon them,, the Hpoftles might invoke , 
and poure on them the Holy Ghoſt :and from thence we 
may gather , 

That Baptized perſons may have yet further weed of (our 
firmation, for the miniitry of the Holy Ghoſt unto them. 

In the former verſe we read, that the Holy Ghoſt had not 
fallen on any of them ; there was need of a further Ordizary 
for that,which being performed, we preſently find in che Texr, 
that they received him ; which brings me to the 

Fifrand laſt Particular, the Effeft or CoFequent, of this 
laying on df the Apoſt/es hanus, in thoſe words, And they 
received the Holy Gho#t. 

True ſay forte, we believe 3nd acknowledge, that the Ce- 
remony was then very allowable, white the Holy Ghoſt was 
to be commmunicated, as here to thoſe Samaritans , which 
was in a miraculous manner z.to enable themtoſpeak with 
Tongues, to Prophefie, amd the like ; bur alas, the gift is toft, 
and fothe Ceremony may be well left too ; to this purpoſe 
Mr. o'Calvin, Inſtitut, lib, 4. cap.19. SeR, 6, in which 
Settion, and that which follows, he inveighs againſt the Ce- 
remoy, and the Adminiſtratours'of it, to ſay no worſe, with 

more intemperance then became the wiſedome of ſo Learned 
a perſon, in ſo gravea matter, 

For anſwer whereunto, yve -grant that it is true, that in 
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thoſe times miraculous gifts did commonly folloyy the laying 
on of the ApoFtes hands, but that vvas not all that yyas 
thereby defigned, nor all that vvas meant by the Holy Ghoſt, 
nor perhaps vvas common to all that are ſazd to receive him , 
and in thoſe that vvere partakers of them : thoſe gifts vvere 
commonly but the ſplendowr and effloreſcencies,or as Letters 
teſtimoniall of better ; to be ſure,of greater yalue and benefit 
to the Recerver, though they carried leſſe poinp and ſheyy in 
the yyorlds eye, 

There yvere more purpoſes of rhe effuſion of the Spirit 
then one ; and he that receives him to any of thoſe purpoſes, 
eſpecially the chief, though notin ſorue Accidentall, tranſs- 
tory particular, may be as truly ſaid to receive him as another 
yvyhich hath that alſo, Indeed as S, p Auguſtine ſpeaks, there 
yvere ſigna tempori opportuna , ſigns very uſefull for thoſe 
times ; q negue temporalibus, & ſenſibilibus miraculss atte- 
ftantibus per manus impoſitionem modo datur Spiritus San- 
Fms, ficut antea dabatur ad commendationem rud# fidet ; & 
Eccleſie primordia dilatanda, the Holy Spirit novy given 


and ſenſible miracles as then he vyas; for the firſt eſtabliſh- 
ing of the Faith, and the enlargement of the Church at its 
beginning : ſeT 1nviſibititer, &* latenter intelligitur, but 
yetſccretly, and invifivly , Charity through the bond of 
peace (as he ſpeaks) is ſtill inſpired into mens hearts, ſo as 
they may ſay, that the love of God is ſpread abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given #s: thus that holy 
Father, 

Indeed as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, T here are diverſity of gifts, 
gratie gratis date, gifts for edification ; and gratie gra- 
tum facientes, graces for ſanCification, but the ſame Spirit 
that worketh Loth, x Cori, 12.11, And thele laſt were 
mainly had reſpect to in the donation, as will appear if 
we conſider, firſt the promiſe of Chriſt concerning the gift - 
of it ; ſecondly the (haratters of the Receivers of it. 

1. The promiſe of (rift, you have it John 7, where in 
the 35, verſe he ſpeaks of ſome eminent, but -inward graci- 
ous 
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ous effeQs to be wreught upon, and in the- hearts of Belie« 
vers, far that is meant by theſe words, Out of his belly ſhall 
flow rrvers of living waters, i, e, He thall have ſuch an a- 
bundance of grace, that it ſhall break forth into all manner 
of Chriftian ations, and then ver, 39, the Evangeliſt cells 
us, that T his heſpake-of the Spirit, which they that believe 
in him ſhould receive, for as yet the Holy Ghoſt was not , 
( i,e, among them, or in them, in ſo powerfull a manner ) 
becauſe Jeſus was not yet glorified, Where you ſee, that 
1ward grace was the main of Chriſts promiſe, and that alſo 
to be fulfilled upon the deſcent of the Spirit, See S. Peter to 
the ſame purpoſe, Atts 2. 38. where he wiſheth his Hearers 
to repent and believe,telling them they ſhoald receive the 
Holy Ghoft ; hegives the reaſon in the next verſe, for (faith 
he) the promeſe 15 to you and your children, and to all that 
are af ar off, even as many as the Lord your God ſhall call : 
. Which words imply, that the gift was to be permanent in the 
Church, the promiſe being, that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould be 
given toall which at any time ſhould be converted : this 
could not poſſibly be true, if meant onely of miraculous gifts, 
which, it's plain, ſoon after ceaſed. 

2, The Charatters of thoſe which received the Holy 
Ghoſt ſeeme to ſpeak no lefle, ſo eAs 4. 31. The Chara- 
Cer of thoſe that were filled with the Holy Ghoſt is, that 
they ſpeak, the word with boldneſſe, that is, courage, and 
Chriſtian reſolutioni and ſo Atts 6, 3, Wiſedome ; and v. 
5. Faith is made the Charattey of ſuch a one as had received 
the Holy Ghoft ; and ſo Atts 11. 24. it is ſaid of Barnas 
bas, that he was 4 good man, and full of the Holy Ghoft, and 
Faith, and then ('briſtian courage, Wiſedome, Faith, and 
the like, abide till I hope : and if the Spirit be given in theſe, 
the main gift is not yer ceaſed, Hence S, r Auguitine ve- 
ry ſmartly asks the queſtion, ta perverſo corde aliquis ve- 
ftrum, Is any of you of ſo perverſe an heart, as to deny that 
theſe (ſpeaking of ſome on whom he had newly laid hands) 
have received the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe they have not the gift 
of ſpeaking with Tongues : and afterwards he addes, St vis 
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noſſe quia accepiſti Spiritum ſanftum, If thou wilt certainly 
know whether thou haſt received the Holy Ghoſt, [nterryoga 
cor tuum, as; thy heart ; that will te!l thee, unleſse perhaps 
thou haſt recerved Confirmation, and not the virtue of it - 
if thou find the love = the Brethren there, thoji maye#t be 
ſure thon ha#t received the Hoty Ghoſt : this S. Auguſtine. 

So that by the Holy Ghoſt, not onely the gift of wira- 
cles, but the znteraall graces of the Spirit are to be under- 
ſtood, which being rea!ty rhe greater, and chiefly iritend- 
ed in the gift of the Holy Gho#t : if theſe fill continue in 
the Church, ſo may the means of their conyeyance too , 
though miracles be ceaſed, 

c know that Preaching at the firſt was attended with 
miraculous events, and fo was Exrommmnication', Which 
had not onely inflience upon the /oxl, or the Chatrch-ftate 
of a man, but an habeas corpxe, for the body too, and fo 
Faith was the great engine to work miracles in thoſe times, 
and we think theſe ought not ro have vaniſhed out of the 
rg, with the miractes which ſometimes accompanied 
them, 

ea, but may ſome further ſay with him inf Exſebeus E- 
miſſenus, If this be ſo , that Baptized perſons have-yet need 
that the Spirit be given to them, quantum video non torwm 
de fonte ſuſcepimus, [i poft fontem adjettione, novi generis 
1ndigetaug, icems Wwe haye not. reccived all we ought at the 
Font, if afterwards Wee need a ſupply of anocher kind; will 
not this derogate from the honour and perfeRion of Ba- 
ptiſm ? is not the Holy Ghoſt then received > fhall wee em- 
pty the Fext to fill the hands of the Biſhop ? 

I anſwer £12, we doe riot ; Baptiſme we allow as perfe& in 
its kind, and as to the preſent condition of the Receiver , 
and if he die preſently, regeneratio per fe ſalvat, thit Sacra- 
ment of regeneration is ſufficient, and death is a kind of 
Confirmation to him who from thence forth fin no more, 
We grant likewiſe, that the Holy Ghoſt accompanies it, as 
S. t Hierome ſhewes contra Linciferianos, and the Fathers 


which are moſt for Confirmation fill-all owe it, and our 
Church 
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Church tells us,that Children bring Baptized have all things 
neceſſary for their ſalvation, Neither make we Confirmati- 
on of ſuch neceſſicy, as if a-man might not obtain the Spiri:, 
and be ſaved o_ it, where 1t cannot conyeniently be 
had, which is all that $, u Hierome means by his prog ad 
legs neceſſitatens, not ſo much for any neceſſity of Law, as 
appeats by his following words, though ſome draw (ſtrange 
inferences froni ir. And yet for all this, there is room fora 
&vns in them which are reſerycd for age, and further con- 
flifts ; for a collation of further grace by Confirmation, and 
yet it isthe ſame Spirit in both, but with divers effefs, 25 
E uſebius Emiſſenus ſpeaks, the Holy Ghoſt which deſcends 
with ſaving influence upon the waters of B aptiſase, goves 
faulneſſe of innocence at the Font, but in (, onfirmation he 
gives ſtrength and encreaſe of Grace ; in Baptiſme he rege- 
perates ws to life, after B aptiſme he confirms us for the bat- 
tell, ad militiam fidei, for the warfare of Faith, as the Bo- 
hemians ſpeak in their Confeſſion, though ſome boggle ſo 
much at it ; which che ſame Father explains yery appalnely. 
As a Commander (ſaith he) when be takes one into bs 11 - 
ber of hus Soldiers, doth not onely ſet his mark or badge npon 
him, but alſo furniſheth him with Arms for the Fight: 
ſo to him that is Baptized,the benediftH:on of Confirmation 
1s a kind of Ammunition or Defence, We are Liſted in Ba- 
priſime, bur in Confirmation our old Arms are ſcoured up , 
and new are beſtowed upon us, and yer by the ſame Spiric 
(till, Which as he is given in diyerfity of gifts, ſo ſometimes 
in different degrees of the ſame gift : che Apoſtles received 
him thrice ſaith Nazianz, xy0' for diol m2 now gupecr, ccord- 
ing to the. meaſure of their preſent capacity, and that ar three 
ſeverall tunes; before -Chri/ts Paſſion, after his Reſurrettion, 
and again after his Aſcent into Heaven : at the firlt time 
x a«ugss, more obſcarely ; at the ſecond cnrmligge, more 
lively and expreſſely ; at the third time venaerige, more per- 
fettly then at the former, ſo Naxzianzene, Orat. in Sant, 
Pentecoft, and we find their inward grace ſtill encrerfing , 
ſo that thoſe which ſhrunk from Chriſt at his Paſhon , 
Matth, 
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Matth, 25. 56. head the ſcattered members of his Church 
afcer his Reſurre&ion, but then when Pentecof# was come, 
they Preach the word boldly, and undauntedly ; for then, as 

y Leo Sermon. y Leo the Great in his ſeccnd Homily on that Feſtivyall 
2.in Pentecoſt. (peaks, They received that ſtability of fbivie which ſhut out 
dicit Apoſte® all carnall fear, making thens not to dread the fury of their 
gneeſe Perſecutonrs, _ filled (faith he) with a new abundance of 
illins ſpiries #Þ* >) Spirit, they began to will more ardently, and were 
que omnem enabled to perform more powerfully ; their knowledge was 
formidinen wow improved into a patient ſuffering of af} ons, that 
Joras mitterets or being ſhaken with any tempeſts, by a ſurpaſsing Faith 
NG they trampled under foot the waves and riſfings of the world, 
now timeret, and contemming death it ſelf, brought in the Goſpel of truth 
Qaie Spirits unto the Gentiles : thus Leo of them, | 
prnzs Boat And indeed if we carefully look upon the Scripture, we 
ler wdentias (hall find an eminent gift of the Holy Ghoſt to be expeRed 
velle, &> effi. after our firſt Believing, even ſuch as ceaſed not with mira- 
eacius poſſe cles, ſo Gal. 4. 6, Becauſe ye are Sons, God hath ſent forth 
Ceperunt, PYO- the (prrit of his Son into your hearts : firft Sons, and then is 
F_ yy the Spirit ſent, which yet in ſome kind they muſt have be- 
entia «d tole. fore, or elſe could not haye been Soxs : and ſo Epheſ. 1.13. 
rantiam paſ- ' Tu whom after ye believed, (mark that) you were ſealed with 
ſrouum, ut ſub ; he Holy Spirit of prom; :; and of this the ſame Apoſtle, 
wulle jam 1m" 1; 1.21,22, Now he that eftabliſheth us with you in 
oe (rift, and hath anvinted ut, is God, who hath alſo 
ſeculi, > Bla- ſealed us and given the earneſt of the Spirit in our hearts, 
riones munds As there is preventing, and converting, ſo there is an efta- 
= Jupergre- bliſhing, corroborating Grace, which is conceived to be 
pag.” ore MEANT in thoſe places'; freſh ſupplies, new ſtrength, for ad- 
contempts 0- Vance, and perſeverance in holineſſe ; ſuch as make us nor 
mnibus Gentis onely Plants, but Pillars in the Houſe of God, fixt, and 
bus Evergeli- ; moveable, ſuch as will make a man ſtand Ready upon a 
un Inferrens. billow, calme in a tempeſt ; not onely to bear up, but to re- 
Joyce in tribulations, paſſing through, not onely the baits 
and pleaſures of the world with ſcorn and contempt, but even 
diſtreſſe, perſecution, famine, nakedneſſe, perill, ſwords, with 
the courage of More then a Conqueroxr, Rom, 8, 35 37: 
WHAMC 
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which 1s the grace intended and ſought for in Confirmation, 


and for which. reaſon.it is alſo ſo called, 


The Fathers (faith judicious z Hooker) every where 1m- 
pute unto Confirmation the gift of grace of the Holy Ghoſt, 
not which maketh us C brian men, but when we are made 
ſuch, aſſiſteth us in all virtue, armeth us againſt all tempta- 
tions and ſin: and the ſame is the judgement of our Church, 


which ordereth, that Confirmation be adminiſtred unto 
them thar, be Baptized,t hat by 1mpoſition of hands and prayer, 
they may receive ſtrength and defence'againſt all temptations 
to ſin, and af aults of the World and the Devil. And thus you 
ſee how Confirmation is no prejudice to. Baptiſme, but may 
prove a great advantage to the Baptized, 

Yea, but will ſome further-ſay, thoſe in the Text preſent- 
ly received the Holy Ghoſt, but are we ſure that. this Qrdi- 
nance ſhall prove effeually confirming unto us ? 

I anſwer, you have a powerfull means to this purpoſe : 
Sacerdotal benediftion(as a Flacizes Hilyricas inClaveScripr. 
ſpeaks) is not a bare good Prayer, but as it were a Pledge, and 
teftimony of Gods love ;, of ſpeciall pawer and efficacy ta open 
heaven wnto thoſe that are partakers of it. And then 
though the Spirit . be-notindluded in. the outward Ceremo- 
ny, yet that. being in, faix appearance of Gads own appoint- 


-ment,b hec Signorum eft utilitas,& efficacia quod jn il}1s De- b Calvin in 
us operatur, tamen unus,manet gratie autor, This 15 the AR. 13+ 3- 


benefit and effect of | Signs, that C,ad , works in them, and 
yet there. is but one Authour , of grace, God himſelf ; thus 
Calvin, 

2, Let me ell. you, that Ordinances are duties, in which 
we muſt wait Gods pleaſure forghe, bleſſing : we. leave nor off 
to-pray, becauſe,we are not certain,what we pray for thall be 
preſently : granted to us, 

3, I anſwer, if you come prepared as you ought, you may 
beſure'of a bleſſing, in ſame degrees, otherwiſe the, Ewchar:ſt 
may-proye a judgement to: unmeet Receivers 3 Quicquzd re- 
raput urgaceoap ur od modyrs recipientss, it, will be to thee, ac- 
cording to thy Faith, 

E And 
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And thusI have ar laſt paſt through the DoCtrinall part of 
the Text, on which I have ſtayed the longer, as fearing left 
under the great deſuetude of this Ordinance, the true notion 
of it may have grown ſomewhat obſcure too, 

And now to deduce the feverall Uſes which would natu. 
rally flow from the reviewall of the paſt particulars, it would 
be a taske perhaps too unmercifull for your (I fear almoſt ti- 
red) patience : having proved to you the Right, and Catho. 
lickſe of this Ordinance, together with the high end, and 
aim of it, give me leaye to cloſe up all'with a paſſionate Ex- 
hortation ; and requeſt all thoſe, who defire the good of this 
Nationall Church, that they would endeayour their utter. 
molt in the carrying on this bleſſed means, of retriving the 
piety, and exemplary Lives of all its members, now God by 
reſtoring peace to us, hath opened ſo wide a door for its full 
entrance : And here this Exhortation might 

1. Make its humble addrefle to the Diſpenſers of this 
Ordinance, into whoſe hands God and the Church haye pur 
It, 

And then if need were, and it became my place and rank, 
in a matter of ſuch weight, to adviſe my Superiour, I could 
not doe it more pithily. and ſuccin&ly, then in his own 
words; that this miniſtration be carried on Crate, Augu- 

ſte, Severe, a due care taken as to the preparation for a be« 
comeing gravity : and ſacred: ſolemniry with all circumſpe- 
Etion and impartiality in the adminiſtration of it, 

But bleſſed be God, we find all this done in ſo Apoſtolick, 
a manner, that as there is great cauſe of our joy and thank. 
fulneſfe, ſa there is little reaſon to importune him with our 
needlefle counſell and adyice, 

Onely I wiſh, that his holy example may provoke all that 
are any way concerned. in this work, to come on cheerfully 
to the help of the Lord in it, 

Firſt, With you my Reyerend Brethren of the Miniſtry, 
on whom the care for preparing Candidates for this Ordi- 


nance mainly lies 3. who are as ſo many < "Agasaww, unto 
| which 
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which it is conceived that $, Pax/ alludes, 2 Cor. 11,2. 
Gaides,and Txtogrs in this buſineſſe : Whoſe raske it 1s 
to inſtruct them, to endeavour to winne their conſents to 
Chriſt ; to inſpect their lives, and their ſufficiency,and meet- 
neſſe for this Ordinance, and accordingly to give the Bi- 
ſhop information, 

The truth is, there will not cafily be any miſcarriages in 
this matter, bur it will lie at your doors, as arifing from your 
want of care, or faithfulneſſe in this buſineſſe, In preparati- 
on for it (upon which notwithſtanding all the clamours riſe) 
you haye as much liberty to at, as any godly ſober-minded 
man can wiſh for, There is nothing reſeryed from you, buc 
the adminiſtration of it, unto which as I have ſhewed, you 
have neither a _— nor juſt _—_— : for which alſo the 
Order of the Church have, and I queſtion not the Piety of 
thoſe which are intruſted will ſo provide, that there ſhall be 
no ground of complaint on that account ; and then I hope , 
that thoſe a leaſt will not ſhrink from the burden, which 
have ſo ſtifly claimed, that that and more belongs to them, 

My Brethren, I queſtion not but many of you, in the 
midſt of our confufions, have been heretofore the Lords Re- 
membrancers, carneſtly entreating him, to ariſe, and to have 
mercy upon Sion, and to make our Feruſalem the praiſe of 
the whole earth: and now Beloyed, the Lord hath arsſen, 
and and appeared in his glory, forthe raifing ofthis poor 
Church our of its ruinee, and whoſoever fears the Lord, and 
is willing, may go up in his rank and place, to build the 
Houſe of the Lord : and in ſuch a time as this, ſhall we with- 
hold our hand, or diſcourage the AMaſter-barlders by our 
backwardneſle, or negligence, who have rather reaſon to bleſs 
God, who hath reſerved us to ſee this day, and hath honour- 
ed us withſuch an opportunity of being uſefull in ſogreata 
work ; and I beſeech you therefore in the Lord, let us faith- 
= and rejoycingly et our hands andſhalilders to it, 

ere then in order thereunto, give me leaye to recommend 
ſome few duties to you, I ſhall but name them, 
E 2 1, Be 


27 


2$ Conſirmation Recomended. 


Prov. 27-23 I, Be diligent to kxow the ſtate of your flock, Prov, 27, 
23, to find their wants and weakneſſes, that ſo you may 
apply ſeaſonable ſuccours, and ſuitable remedies unto them, 

2. As a Keyto this, adde Perſonall conference, and pri- 
vate inſtruftion, We have many weak and ſickly Parithes, 
and therefore you ought to be era, to walk your Cir- 
cuirs in the Viſitation of them ; not to think all your buſi- 
neſle lies in the Pulpit, but ro be inſtant in [eafmn, out of 
ſeaſon, exhorting with all long-ſuffering and dottrine, Re- 

Aſt. 20. 20, member S, Paal's example, Atts 20, 20, he went about 

from houſe to houſe to teach them; and if S, Paul who had 
the care of all the Churches,held himſelf obliged rt» this duty, 
how much more we, that haye but a ſmall Pariſh to look to ? 
And then in the carrying on this Inſtruction, in eſpeciall 
manner to work up their hearts and apprehenfions, to a due 
clteem of their Baptiſmall Vow, which is the Contract for 
their Chriſtianity, that when they. come publickly to pro- 
feſle it, their profeſſions may. be ſerious, and well grounded, 

3. Adjoyn to this the publick uſe of , Catechiſsp, thoſe 
Hiring Aga why Comamny maileker, T hoſe diſcourſes which 
are as Midwives to bring in living members into the Church 

d Dionyſ. A+ of God, as 4 Dionyſ, Areop, calls the Catechiſme, Eccleſ, 

reopag. Eccles H;erarch. cap. 6.Seft, x, The people haye more need of it, 

fra rry Hie- ind if rightly managed, may profit more by-it then | by ma- 
Sell "I _— ny of our Sermons, Which alſo are therefore the lefle bene- 
ficiall to them, becauſe theſe grounds are wanting : whil(t 
we 20to build them up, the foundations ſhrink from under 
them, as having neyer been well laid. And here the Church 
hath excellentiy provided a Catechiſme, ſo full and pithy, 
and yer ſo plain and brief, asthat I know not what could 
have Cans better ſuired to the necefſities and conceptions of 
common people. . 

4. Deal truly and impartially in your Informations, and 
Certificates ; give not Tickets to notorious Ignorance and 
Profanenciſe ; why ſhould you draw the /bloud'of others-on, 
your own heads, and withall betray the Churches Purity 
and Honour ? 


5, Aboye 
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5. Above all, ſee you lead exemplary and unblameable 
| ives: How can you expect they ſhould belieye thoſe truths, 
of the power of which they find lictle evidence in your ſelyes? 
How unfit are they to hand others to the receiving of the 
Holy Ghoſt,which ſeem poſle{t themſelyes of the impure one ? 
An ill living Miniſter will Preach more Atheiſme by his 
Life, then Chriſtianity by his Do&rine. Bur I hope ſuch 
ſcandals to the Church, will either be amended, or thoſe in 
Authority will confringere vaſa inutilia, beat out the bot-= 
toms of thoſe uſcleſſe Veſſels, and ſet them afide, 

2, My next Addreſſe will be to Mafters and Parents, who 
by the Law, are to ſend the Servants and Children to be 
Catechiſcd by the (urate, that thereby they may be the bet- 
ter. fitted for Confirmation ; and here I with we had no rea- 
ſon t9 complain of roo much backwardnefſe in many ; it 
were well if that Law had ſome quickening power put into 
it, to make it more cffectuall, But then that's not all their 
duty, they ought alſo to be private Catechifts: you have 
Abraham's example for it, Geneſ. 18, 19. 1 know him 
(faith God) that he will command his children and his houſ- 
hold after him, that they ſhall keep the way of the Lord: 
and it will become us, as to be followers of his faitt,, ſo of his 
practice too ; you haye a clear conimand for it, Dext, 6, 7. 

My 3d. Addrefle will be to the :Candidates for the Re- 
ceiyers of the benefit of this Ordinance ; that they endea- 
your after a right preparation for it, 

I. By getting a ſound knowledge in the Principles of Re- 
ligion, 

"2, By a ſer:ous Repentance of their former failings, 

- 3.. By bringing with: them, ſer:ou, and exlarged deſires 
aftergrace, Petite de Patre, petite de Domino, peculia, gra- 
tras, diſtributiones Chariſmatum Subjicientt, petite & ac- 
cipietis, ſaith e Tertullian upon a like occafion, at the latter 
end of his Book de Baptiſmo : Aske the Father, beg of the 
Sor, for ſorze (p8tiall gifts and graces; who is now ready to 
rake a diſtribution of them, Arke, and you ſhall recerve. 
pen your monthes wide, and they ſhall be filled, It will be 

tn 
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to you in ſ5me proportion according to your defires ; and 
then let me adyiſe you to walk afterwards, #s thoſe that haye 
engaged themſelyes to God in the ſolemneſt manner ; ſuch as 
have pretended to take a ſtock, and earneſt fortheir work , 
even the ſupplies and earneſt of the ſpirit. And thus T haye 
pointed at ſome of the main duties in this bulineſle, give me 
leave in the next place, to give you ſome Aotrves, the more * 
to [ngratiate them, and I ſhall ſer an end to this Diſcourſe, 
and fo releaſe your patience, 

For your encouragement then, let me tell you, thatthe car. 
rying on of this work will be very ſeryiceable for the ad- 
yancement, 1, Of the Purity and Piety, 2. Of the Peace 
and Qwier, 3. Of the Foy and Comfort of the Church, and 
all true Chriſtians, 

1. It will advance the Purity and Prety of our Church in 
its members, and that both in the realty, and alſo in the rea 
patation of it, 

Firſt, In the Reality of it, and ſo 

1. In the Believers of this Benedition , wo are the Se- 
winary of the Church for the furure, T, The Ordinance it 
ſelf may be a means to conyey ſtrengthening grace to them , 
that's the defign of it, '2, Theſe Novices being brought 
firſt to know, and then to own Chriſtianity, in ſo ſolemn a 
manner, and with ſo ſolemn a promiſe, that by Gods help, 
they will faithfully endeayour to diſcharge that obligation in 
every point, and perſevere in itto their livesend ; thegrace 
for which, is begged by the Biſhop and the preſent Congre- 


O 


gation in their behalf, This reſolution and promiſe, before 


great care and 10 many Reverend Witneſſes, will in any reaſon hayea 
ſolemnity , as mighty impreſſion on the Receiver, and a ſtrong influence 


often inculca 
ted as Moſes 
commanded the 


on his ations for the future, as the Learned Dr, Hammond 
ſpeaks, in the view of the Direftory, Vid. Dr, * Jackſon, 


Lap ſhould be to the Iſraelites Childrew, and laſtly the Vow it ſelf Confirmed, and Ratified, 


by our perſonal proteſtation in the ſight of the 
before Mev, in Theſe preſence we rk ths go 


Congregation, the fear as well of God, as ſhame 
of profeſtion, would bind many of ws to more 


Chriſtian behaviour, then the beſt of wc, as the world goes, dare make fbap of , as alſo reſtrain 
us from many deadly enormities, which now «dmoniſhcd of, we will not account any ſins. Thus 


prepared to receive it, it would be over mach i 


inherent ſanfifying yrace, at our ſolemmities of Cv 
Faith, pag. 413 , 414+ 


delity, to diſtraft the plentifull infuſi, 
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7, Tt will help to adyance the P:ety of Miniſters in their 
Calling, by engaging them to a greater ſedulicy and' faithful- 
nefſe in their work, and exemplarity in their conyerfations. 

3. Ir will tirre up Parents and Maſters to a better dif- 
charge of their duty, in the inſtrufting their Chi/drex and 
Servants, When they ſee (as Mr, Calvis ſpeaks) that their 
' megligence herein, will draw a publick diſgrace upon thems- 
ſelves, Inſtir. lib, 4. cap. 19. Sect. 13. | 

4. It might help alſo to ſtirre up P:ety in the Ignorant 
and Prophane , by awakening their ſecurity, and ſhameing 
their barrenneſſe, whiles they ſee the proficiency of others, 
which are admitted, and themſelyes ſhut our, from the parti- 
Cipation of Gods Ordinances, 

And then as this would help to adyance the Pzety of the 
Church in the Real:ty, ſo 

2, In the Repatation of it, it would ſet a Crown upon the 
Churches head ; it would be look't upon, as an Aſſembly of 
the firft-born, whoſe Names are enrolled in heaven, as a 
Corporation of Saints, and Mzn would flow in to the glory of 
it, And then; as this would make much for the advance- 
ment of the Churches P:ety, both-in the Reality, and the Re- 
putation of it, So 

Secondly, It may ſerve much for the reſtoring and ſer- 
tling of the Churches Peace amongſt us ; it is a way admi. 
rably fitted for it, as promiſing an ev«myy, a reconcileing 

Principle as may be : For, 

1. It would help much to fettle our Doftrixes, and 
ſo to remove, or keep out thoſe many Hereſies and 
Schiſmes, which haye been the Make-bates of late 
yeares amongſt us; there would be more conſent in the Faith, 
men would not ſo eaſily be carried away with new-fangled 0- 
prmonswhil ft this method of Admiſſion to the (ommunion, 
would be a method of {hriſtian Doftrine too, as g Calvin 
ſpeaks : there would be a common Standard for all. In parti- 
cular, it would top the mouthes of Anabaptifs, which de- 
cry Infant-B aptiſme, as that which let in perſons to the ſo- 
ciety of the Church, and the further priviledges of it, with- 
out 
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out any perſonall engagement unto Chriſt ; which engage. 
ment, they would ſee as formally and ſolemnly centred into at 
Confirmation, as they can pretend by any fancied methods 
of their own, 

2. It would help to Sodder oxr affeftions,which have been 
of late years ſo diſjoyned, by the unhappy Controverſies a. 
bout Church-memberſhip, This Ordinance would comply 
with all Zztereſts, would ſatisfie the any-wayes ratiopall pre- 
tenſions of all Parties, and ſo an SLES be ſet to ,that 
otherwiſe irreconcileable difference, which hath ſo long di. 
ſtrated us, and in which men have groped for peace at 
Noon-day, the-light of this Ordinance being ſufficient .to 
have direRed them, had they not turned their backs upon it, 
There would be no niore need of the Anabaptiftigh, Club, 
nor the Presbyterian Conſitory, nor the Independents Covg- 
nant, nor the Eraſtians Council-houſe, for the Stating 
Church-wembers , whil't they ſhould find their work 
done by . better hands, and thoſe Commiſhonated there- 
unto Ly God and the Church, 

3. It would make much for the Order and Peace of our 
Communions ;; Men would not repine at their Fellow Gueſts, 
whil(t they could not look on any of the Company, but as 
perſons engaged to the ſame Chriſt with themſelyes ; or if 
they forfeited their S:anding, might have them turn'd out of 
the Church, by the power of the Keys in Excommunication, 
And then 

4. This Ordinance, it is that muſt make a kindly way 
for that, and it will doe it with much ſweetneſſe and full con- 
viction, when. men ſhall be «>@&xymxegde, condemned of their 
miſcarriages by their own profeſſions and engagements, . and 
therefore will have all the: reaſon, intheworld to ſubmit to the 
cenſures of the Church, . The exerciſe of which) Diſcipline, 
would be a great Fence to the” Peace as well. as ghe.Purity.of 
it, Brethrcn, we may talk nauch of the Peace of the. Church, 
bur if ever we mean to ſettle it, it -muſt be upon. the Peinci« 
ples, and according to the Angient Chureh, of Chit," Were 
Confirmation, the ancient methods of Pepitonts, 'Excemmu+ 

nication, 
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weation, and Communicatory Letters toftop the ſhifring of 
Vagabond Chriſtiatis from one Church to another, brought 
in us, with due caution, 1everity, ſolemnity, and ac- 
commoedation , to the difference of the times, we might hope 
to ſee thoſe happy dayes again, which were once the glory 
of the former, and are now the admiration, ſcarce the belief 
of the preſent age. And then as this would be a powerfull 
means to adyance the Churches Prety and Peace &o 

Thixdly, It would bea great helpunto it's Foy in all the 
Members of ic, 

x. It might miniſter much matter of Fop to the Reverend 
Fathers of ir, whil'& they ſhould ſee by the preparations for 
this buſineſs,ſo great a part of their work difcharged ; whil'lt 
they ſhould ſee the Lambs of the Flock brought in to them 
in the Armes of the Minilters ; and though themſelyes were 
ready to fink into the Grave,they might behold a Seed (pring- 
ing up for Gods ſeryice and praiſe, and the Church like to 
flowſh, 

2. It might cheer the hearts of inferiour Miniſters, whil'ff 
they ſaw the travell of their ſouls, and might come before 
God and ſay, Behold me and the children which thou haft 
given me : \t might give them great comfort and freedome of 
Ipirit in their Communions,whilR chey ſhould ſce the Table 
of the Lord, Like as heap of Wheat ſet about with Lillies, 
Cant. 7. 2, 

3. To | the confirmed perſons it might miniſter 
great Joy, in conſideration of the happy eſtate whereinto 


they were entred. b Tertu#ll;an makes it a queſtion, whether h Tereall. de 


ſuch perſons might not faſt, as our Saviour did, after the de- 
ſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon him,. to which he anſwers, 
Qui enim orokke nfs neceſcitas gandi: & gratulatio ſalu- 
115 ? they might, were it not that a neceſlity of rejoycing lies 
upon thcm, to welcome that Salyation which is now brought 
home to them, 

4. Ir might be-a comfort to Parents, to ſee the ſuccefle of 
their care, and to the Witneſſes, to ſee themſelyes diſcharged 


of it, 
| F 5. k 
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5. Tt would be matter of great Foyto alt true Chriſtians 
amoneft - us, who cannot but glorifie God for te profeſſed 
ſabjettion of "theſe Neophives, 2 Cor. 9. 13; the 
Biccurim, or Firft-fruits, were carried up to be preſented 
before the Lord, in the place which he had choſen to put his 
Name there ; the people gathered together from ſeverall 
places, thac they might not, go alone; a Pipe ſtruck up to 
them till they came near to Jerwſulew, and they went 
along their way finging, verſe x. of the 122, Pſalm +when 
they came nigh to +. raghe Governours and Captains 
went our to meet them,and being centred the Gates, they ſang 
the 2, ver. of that Pſalm ; the Artificers of Jeruſalem ſalu- 
ted'rhem ; they went thrqugh the City with a Pipe ſtriking 
up before them, till they came near t5 the mount of the Houſe 
of the Lord, when, cling every man his Basket upon his 
ſhoulder, they ſang Pſalms x 50. and ſo continued finging till 
they caine to the Court-yard, where they were received 
by the Lewes. Gnging the. 30, Pſalm, thus i Marmonides 
and the Babyloniſh Tabwad , in the titl: Bicourims, Ic 
ſeems it-was a time of exceeding great joy, unto which there. 
fore the Prophet Iſaiah is conceived to allude, cap, 3o, 29. 
Now if the-bringing up of the Firſt-fruits of their grounds 
were ſo joyfull a ſolemnity, how much more ſhould it be, 
when the fruit of our Bodies, the. Firſts-fruies of the Church, 
are, brought before the Lord > one would think it ſhould put 
the whole Countrey into a_Proceflion with, and holy Con. 
orazulation to them, with praiſes unto God for them, What a 
Joy ſhould.-it be to all that truly fear God, to ſee that Goſpel- 
Prophecſie , Iſa. 44. 3, 4 5. fulfilled _ before their eyes, 
where it is ſaid, I will pour water wpon him that is thirſty, 
and floods upon the drie ground : I wilt-pour my ſpirit upon 
thy ſeed, and my bleſſing. upon thine off-ſpring : And they 
ſhall ſpring up as among the graſſe : as willows by the water 
comes, One ſhall ſay, I am the Lords: and another ſhall call 
himſelf bythe name of Facob : and another ſhall ſubſcribe 
with his hand unto the Lord, and ſirname himſelf by the 


name of Iſrael,, | 
Finally, 


Finally , By this means God will be highty glorified, and 
chen he all rejoyce inus, and oyer us, to doe us good : 
if his Spirit be received amongſt us, and wink; oy well. 
ing with us, wee need not fear a Deluge : where the Spirit is, Geped, 6. 3. 


there is liberty, and ſafety, and joy, and peace, which paſ.. 
ſeth all IS hich Gd of bf inflaite mn 
grant unto us all, for the merits of his dear Son , To whons 
withthe Father and the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed and ren- 
dred, all Honour, Praiſe, and Glory, for ever, and ever, 


